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upon a sinner who must be brought around to a state
of penitence by means of humiliating punishment___
It does not believe in the theory of 'bad will' as a
causative factor in crime, nor does it call for the
'bridling' of this so-called bad will by means of such
punishment as will remain in the criminal's mind for-
ever. ... The purpose of imprisonment in the Soviet
Union is not to cause pain to the man who has been
sentenced, but to reeducate him, to draw him away
from the bad habits and degenerating associations that
were responsible for his fall and to train him in other,
healthy habits, in habits of labor and of usefulness to
society.
"It has been repeatedly shown," the handbook con-
tinues, "that men who have been condemned as crim-
inals have committed the wrongful acts of which they
were charged in consequence of their neglected educa-
tion, of their poor upbringing and of their hard and
cheerless life.... Experience has demonstrated that
the rise and fall of crime stand in close ratio to the
material conditions of life. Hopeless poverty, dingy,
sunless habitations, the want of adequate educational
opportunities will often compel a man of excellent pre-
dispositions to become a criminal.... Among the Rus-
sian peasantry especially is there a great deal of dark-
ness, illiteracy and superstition.... Prison attendants
should act as older brothers to such prisoners."
And again:
"Prison attendants must not look upon themselves